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Before visiting the Lake 

Superior Ojibwe Gallery, 

please review the following 

guidelines with your 

students and chaperones 

to ensure a smooth and 

successful visit. 

 

§ Food, drink, and gum are 

prohibited in the gallery. 

§ Feel free to take photos of 

the galleryõs artifacts and 

displays ñ without flash. 

§ No running or horseplay in 

the gallery. 

 

§ Please do not lean against 

the galleryõs walls or display 

cases. 

§ Please do not touch the 

paintings on display. 

§ Have a good time! 

 

.ŜŀŘǿƻǊƪ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƻƴ ǇǳǊǎŜΣ /ƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ aƛŎƘŜƭŜ Iŀƪŀƭŀ-.ŜŜƪǎƳŀ 
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Historical Timeline of the Ojibwe 

 

 950 A.D.    1400    1500    1600 

Ca. 1400 The Anishinaabeg settle 

in the eastern Great Lakes region in 

what is today known as Mackinac Island 

and Niagara Falls.  

1600s Europeans arrive in the Great Lakes region and initiate trade 

relations with local bands of Native Americans, including 

the Ojibwe. Throughout the next century, the Ojibwe continue their 

migration westward, travelling and settling along the north and south 

shores of Lake Superior, which the Ojibwe refer to as "Gichigami."   

1620 French explorers and missionaries arrive at Sault Ste. 

Marie, MI, marking the Ojibweõs first contact with the Europeans.  

1640 The first written historical record of the Ojibwe is published by 

missionary priests in a report to their superiors in France.  

1679 A peace agreement between the Ojibwe living near Fond du Lac 

(Duluth) and the Dakota living in central Minnesota near Mille Lacs 

Lake is negotiated by Daniel Greysolon, Sieur du Lhut.   

The migration is believed to have taken over 

500 years to complete, with stops in: 

1. A turtle shaped island in the Ottawa River 

on the east coast; 

2. Niagara Falls ("Gitchi Gabegong," place of 

the thunder waters); 

3. The Detroit River; 

4. Manitoulin Island in Lake Huron; 

5. Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan; 

6. Spirit Island near Duluth, Minnesota, the 

first place where the Ojibwe encountered 

"the food that grows on wateró; and  

7. Madeline Island,  located in the 

Chequamegon Bay in the southwest corner 

of Lake Superior near Red Cliff, Wisconsin.  

950 A.D. Guided by instruction from 

the prophets of the Seven Fires and a 

vision of a floating seashell referred to as 

the sacred "miigis," which instructs 

the Anishinaabeg to embark on a 

westward migration consisting of seven 

stopping points, the three nations of the 

Anishinaabe ð the Ojibwe (keepers of the 

Faith), the Potawatomi (keepers of the 

Fire) and the Ottawa (the traders) ð begin 

their journey westward from their original 

homelands on the St. Lawrence 

seaway. They are to continue their 

westward journey until they find the "food 

that grows on water" - wild rice.  
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 1700    1800    1900    2000 

1700s Madeline Island is inhabited by the Ojibwe and is referred to as Mooniingwanekaaning, which translates to òthe place of many flicker 

birds" in the Ojibwe language. This marks the seventh and final stop of the Ojibwe's westward migration.   

1745 The Ojibwe continue to settle in the Great Lakes region, forcing the remaining Dakota, who have already been pushed west and 

south, to relocate.   

1770s More Frenchmen move into the Great Lakes region and begin large-scale fur trade operations.  

1800s Several treaties are established between the Europeans and the Native Americans of the Great Lakes region, 

including the Ojibwe. In several of these treaties, the Ojibwe emphasize that they will retain the right to hunt, fish, and gather 

as they always have for survival. Some treaties also set apart land that the Ojibwe will be able to live on (these lands would be 

known as "reservations").  (See next page for more on treaties.) 

1830s Trade begins to die down between the Ojibwe and the French. 

1850 The Sandy Lake Tragedy (also known a the Chippewa Trail of Tears) unfolds, resulting in the unwarranted death and 

suffering of more than 400 Ojibwe people. 

1850s Slovenian missionary priests lay the groundwork for Ojibwe language preservation as Frederic Baraga and Joseph Buh 

record transliterations of the Ojibwe language. (See next page for more on the Ojibwe language.) 

1887 The Dawes Act of 1887 implements a process of allotment, ultimately leading to the checker boarding of reservations 

and the loss of 1/3 of Ojibwe lands to non-Native settlers. 

1900s By the 20th century, the boundaries of Ojibwe reservations are 

firmly established. The Ojibwe are forcibly introduced to boarding schools, logging mills and 

camps, and the sale of their reservation lands. Native Americans are formally recognized as U.S. 

citizens when the Indian Citizenship Act is passed in 1924.  

1934 The Minnesota Chippewa Tribe (MCT) is established when six Ojibwe bands come 

together to form a political union (Bois Forte, Fond du Lac, Grand Portage, Leech Lake, Mille Lacs, 

White Earth).  

1966  The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) is passed with the intent of protecting and 

preserving historically and culturally significant sites throughout the United States. State and Tribal 

Historic Preservation Officers  (SHPOs/THPOs ) are appointed to spearhead such efforts. 

1968 The American Indian Movement (AIM) is founded in Minneapolis to combat police brutality.  

2000s Today, the Ojibwe and Native Americans 

throughout the Americas are surviving on their own 

sovereignty and legislations. Casinos and gaming play major 

roles in contemporary tribal mechanisms. 
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...On Treaties 

 

T hroughout the 19th century, several treaties were negotiated between the Ojibwe and 

local and foreign leaders, ultimately recognizing the tribes as sovereign nations. For the 

Ojibwe, treaties often emphasized their peopleõs retention of the right to hunt, fish, and 

gather as they always have, while other treaties set aside designated land for the Ojibwe to 

live on. 

 

The treaty ofé 

§ 1836 resulted in the cession of 3.8 million acres of Ojibwe lands in what is now 

northern Michigan. The Ojibwe did, however, reserve the right to hunt, fish, and gather 

on ceded lands. 

§ 1837 resulted in the first major cession of Minnesota Ojibwe pine-rich lands in exchange 

for cash, goods, and services as well as the reserved right of the Ojibwe to hunt, fish, and 

gather on ceded lands. 

§ 1842 resulted in the cession of copper-rich Ojibwe lands in Minnesotaõs claim of Lake 

Superior, northern Wisconsin, and part of Michiganõs Upper Peninsula. The Ojibwe 

inhabiting these ceded territories were given cash, goods, and services as well as the 

reserved right to hunt, fish, and gather on ceded lands. 

§ 1854 was drafted following Chief Buffaloõs 1852 

journey to Washington D.C. to meet with President 

Fillmore regarding the traumatic events that 

unfolded in the winter of 1850 as a result of the 

federal governmentõs efforts to remove the Lake 

Superior Ojibwe from their homelands in the Sandy 

Lake region. The meeting led to the halting of 

Ojibwe removal efforts and set the stage for the 

treaty of 1854, which resulted in the creation of 

reservations and the cession of Ojibwe lands in the 

Arrowhead Region of Minnesota (NE) in order to 

open the area for town development and mining. 

This treaty, as well as those of 1836, 1837, and 

1842, have also allowed non-Indians the privilege of 

living and holding property in what is today 

Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan. 

"Symbolic Petition of the Chippewa Chiefs, presented 

in Washington, January 28th, 1849, headed by 

Oshcabawis of Monomonecau, Wisconsin,ó 1851. 

Seth Eastman. 

Courtesy of Wisconsin Historical Society 
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Language 

A lthough most Ojibwe now speak and write in English, some also use their 

native Ojibwe language, which is part of the Algonquian language family. The Ojibwe language 

is known for its musical quality and heavy reliance on the use of verbs, which are often 

complicated and contain many parts. For example, wiigwaasi-jiimaan, which means "birch bark 

canoe," is made up of two Ojibwe words: wiigwaasi ("birch bark") and jiiman ("canoe").  

The Ojibwe do not have a word for ògoodbyeó in their language. Terms such as minawaa giga-

waabamin (mee-nuh-waa gig-uh waa-bum-in), which means òIõll see you again,ó are often used 

instead.   

The Ojibwe language is also unique in that it does not distinguish gender, nor does it include the 

letters F, L, Q, R, U, V, or X. 

Below is a chart outlining the unique double vowel system of the written Ojibwe language 

alongside their English-equivalent sounds. 

òYouõve got to know 

your language to 

understand your 

culture.ó 

Beatrice Taylor, 

Ojibwe 

Ojibwe 

Letter(s)  
Phonetic  Example in Ojibwe  English Equivalent  

a [ᴅ]~[^]    namadabi - s/he sits down   about   

aa [a:]   maajaa - s/he leaves   father   

e [e:]~[ὑ:]   
Anishinaabe - a person, human; 

an Ojibwe   
café   

i [ɹϐ   inini - a man  pin   

ii  [i:]   googii  - s/he dives   seen   

o [o]~[U]    anokii - s/he works  book   

oo [o:]~[u:]   bimibatoo - s/he runs   boot   

Ojibwe Peopleõs Dictionary, University of Minnesota 

D ue to the culturally detrimental effects of programs like the Indian boarding school system, which prohibited 

Native American children from speaking their native languages and engaging in traditional and cultural 

practices, language revitalization efforts are being implemented in many Ojibwe communities. For the Ojibwe, 

language holds deep cultural and spiritual meaning, with the vast majority of cultural traditions, stories, and practices 

being passed from one generation to the next by oral means. For this reason, it is essential that efforts be made to 

revitalize and preserve the language to ensure the longevity of Ojibwe history, culture, and traditions for 

generations to come.  

Cultural Resiliency  
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Q : What is the correct terminology: American Indian, Indian, Native 

American, or Native?  

 

A : Both American Indian and Native American are acceptable terms. However, 

whenever possible, most indigenous people prefer to be called by their respective 

tribal name, such as Ojibwe. Indigenous communities throughout the United States, Canada, 

and Mexico each have their own distinct languages, religious beliefs, ceremonies, and social 

and political systems. For this reason, the inclusive term òIndianó (a term first used by 

Christopher Columbus upon arrival in the Caribbean in the late fifteenth century, 

mistakenly believing he had arrived in India) does not take into account the vast diversity of 

the history and cultures of the indigenous peoples of the Americas. 

Ojibwe. Chippewa. Anishinaabe. 
Each of these terms is used interchangeably to refer to the native people of the Great 

Lakes region. In the United States, more people tend to use the term "Chippewa," while 

those residing in Canada tend to use "Ojibwe," but the use of each of these terms is 

common. Each comes from the Algonquian word meaning "puckered," which is most 

likely a reference to the tribe's puckered moccasin style of shoes. In their own language, 

the Ojibwe people call themselves òAnishinaabe," which translates simply to òfirst" or 

"original person.ó   

A : Since the beginning of time, Native Americans were part of sovereign nations. 

When the French and English began their exploration of the Americas in the late 

fifteenth century, representatives from France and England recognized the sovereignty of 

the tribes they encountered. As a result of these interactions, many treaties were drafted 

and signed. When the United States became its own country, the sovereignty of tribes was 

still recognized, and treaties continued to be signed. However, as history has progressed, 

the United States time and again has failed to fulfill its treaty obligations to the tribes.  

As sovereign  nations, tribes are responsible for the governance of their own people, 

including maintenance of their own tribal police, courts, and services. Many Native 

Americans are legal citizens of the country they reside in (the United States or Canada) and 

are culturally affiliated with their respective tribes. Others, however, may choose only to 

recognize their tribal citizenship. Today, hundreds of tribal groups are still without formal 

federal recognition and continue to petition for such recognition in order to receive the 

federal funds and services promised by past treaties.  

Q : What is Native American sovereignty?  

Key Terms:  

Anishinaabe 

Band 

Chief 

First Nations 

Indigenous 

Minnesota Chippewa Tribe 

(MCT) 

Reservation 

Sovereign 

Treaty 

Tribe 
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The Ojibwe Nation 
Each Ojibwe community has its 

own reservation  (known as a "reserve" in Canada), 

which is a designated area of land that belongs to 

the tribe that inhabits it. Each reservation is managed 

by its respective tribe (known as "First Nations " in 

Canada) and maintains a government-to-government 

relationship with the U.S. government.  

 

In addition to belonging to one of the Minnesota 

Chippewa Tribe's (MCT) six bands or Red Lake 

Band of Chippewa, Ojibwe individuals also typically 

belong to a specific clan ("my clan": indoodem), which 

is a group of Ojibwe families who may or may not be blood 

related but claim a common ancestry nonetheless. An Ojibwe individualõs clan comes from his or 

her fatherõs side of the family, and although clan members may not be related by blood, it 

is considered taboo to intermarry within oneõs own clan. Ojibwe clans include those of the crane, 

loon, bear, turtle, bullhead, otter, eagle, marten, lynx, wolf, and kingfisher.  

The political leaders of Ojibwe bands are members of a tribal council who are elected by tribal 

members into various positions, including Chairman/Chairwoman, Secretary/Treasurer, and 

councilman/councilwoman, or representative. In the past, Ojibwe chiefs served as the primary 

political leaders of their respective bands and were men chosen from among the last chiefõs male 

relatives, which may have included their sons, nephews, or sons-in-law. Today, Ojibwe political 

leaders can be men or women and are elected in the same way mayors and governors are.   

A : A tribe  is group of people made up of individuals who share a common ancestry and/or culture. Often based 

on kinship structures, tribes are organized both socially and politically. In some instances, tribes also may be a 

collection of several bands. The Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, for example, consists of six distinct bands ð Bois Forte, 

Fond du Lac, Grand Portage, Leech Lake, Mille Lacs, and White Earth. In some tribes, the terms òtribeó and òbandó are 

used synonymously, as is often the case for members of the Ojibwe community. In the United States alone there are 

more than 566 federally recognized American Indian tribes, although there are also hundreds of other tribes and 

communities in existence with only state recognition or no formal recognition at all. Each tribe may refer to itself as a 

nation, village, band, pueblo, or community, and each has a word within its own language that identifies its people, such 

as the Ojibwe word òAnishinaabe."  

Q : What is a tribe and how many are there?  

Courtesy of Minnesota Department of Health 


